Tips for Sizing up a black bear

Judging black bears is tough for the experienced bear hunter let alone the rookie bear hunter, but there are a few things to look for in a nice bear. Here are five important tips:

1. Check out the ear size in relation to the head….mickey mouse ears means a small bear.  

2. Watch to see if the belly is low to the ground….legs that appear short means big bear.   
3. Watch the bear’s behavior around the bait….small bears will be skittish and afraid of a larger bruin in the area.  
4. Look for a log around the bait and use it as a reference, check to see the length of the log before climbing into your stand.  When the bear enters the bait site use the size of the log to help determine the overall length of the bear.
5. Finally, remember every bear harvested is a personal trophy.   The average bear harvested in Canada is in the 200-300lb range.   Not many 500lb black bears are harvested each year, so don’t be disappointed with an average bear.  

