	Congress allows delay to the passport requirement

	 

US requires passport for airline passengers as of 

Jan. 8, 2007

Deadline could be extended as far as 

June 1, 2009 for Americans traveling by land and sea 

	  

Frequently Asked Questions about the New Travel Initiative Requirements (FAQs) 

House-Senate Conferees OK Leahy-Stevens Measure
To Pause Launch Of New Border-Crossing System
 
WASHINGTON (Tuesday, Sept. 26) - The final version of the annual homeland security budget bill, approved by House and Senate Appropriations Committee conferees on Monday, includes the Leahy-Stevens legislation to require improvements in implementation of the controversial Pass Card system for border crossings - a system that will require new identity cards and methods for crossing U.S. borders, including the Northern Border with Canada.  
The Senate's version of the homeland security funding bill included the amendment by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont) and Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), and the House bill did not.  The Leahy-Stevens amendment will postpone
implementation of the Pass Card system - part of the WHTI -- for 17 months, until June 1, 2009, unless the Secretary of Homeland Security and the Secretary of State can certify to Congress before then that the following improvements are made:
 
1. Ensure that the technology for any Passport Card meets certain security standards - and that the National Institutes of Standards and Technology certify the technology chosen by DHS and State.
 
2. Share the technology with the governments of Canada and Mexico.
 
3. Justify the fee set for the Passport Card.
 
4. Develop an alternative procedure for groups of children traveling across the border under adult supervision with parental consent.
 
5. Install all necessary technological infrastructure at the ports of entry to process the cards and train U.S. agents at the border crossings in all aspects of the new technology.
 
6. Make the Passport Card available for international land and sea travel between the United States and Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean and Bermuda.
 
7. Establish a unified implementation date for all sea and land borders.
 
Leahy is a senior member of the Appropriations Committee and of its Homeland Security Subcommittee, which handled the Senate's work in drafting the annual appropriations bill for the Department of Homeland Security.  Leahy was also a leading Senate conferee on the bill.  He says the lack of sufficient coordination on the Pass Card (or "Passport Card") system between DHS and State, and between the Bush Administration and the Government of Canada, has spelled trouble for the system, unless its problems are corrected.  
End of press release received from Kenneth Oplinger, ACE, President/CEO Bellingham/Whatcom Chamber of Commerce

Department of State to Introduce Passport Card 

For more information, visit www.dhs.gov or travel.state.gov. 

 
Email me with your questions or other sources of information. 

If you are planning to travel to Canada, and you need a passport, stop in at any of the upcoming All-Canada Shows in your city, and the USPS will be available to answer your questions and receive your application.  You will need to bring a certified birth certificate as well as a photo ID (passport photos can be taken at the show).  Click here for Dates & Locations. 


